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Widely acclaimed for her powerful explorations of race, womanhood, spirituality, and mortality, poet Lucille
Clifton has published thirteen volumes of poems since 1969 and has received numerous accolades for her
work, including the 2000 National Book Award for Blessing the Boats. Her verse is featured in almost every
anthology of contemporary poetry, and her readings draw large and enthusiastic audiences. Although
Clifton's poetry is a pleasure to read, it is neither as simple nor as blithely celebratory as readers sometimes
assume. The bursts of joy found in her polished, elegant lines are frequently set against a backdrop of regret
and sorrow. Alternately consoling, stimulating, and emotionally devastating, Clifton's poems are
unforgettable.

In Wild Blessings, Hilary Holladay offers the first full-length study of Clifton's poetry, drawing on a broad
knowledge of the American poetic tradition and African American poetry in particular. Holladay places
Clifton's poems in multiple contexts—personal, political, and literary—as she explicates major themes and
analyzes specific works: Clifton's poems about womanhood, a central concern throughout her career; her
fertility poems, which are provocatively compared with Sylvia Plath's poems on the same subject; her
relation to the Black Arts Movement and to other black female poets, such as Gwendolyn Brooks and Sonia
Sanchez; her biblical poems; her elegies; and her poignant family history, Generations, an extended prose
poem. In addition to a new preface written after Clifton's death in 2010, this updated edition includes an
epilogue that discusses the poetry collections she published after 2004.

Readers encountering Lucille Clifton's poems for the first time and those long familiar with her distinctive
voice will benefit from Hilary Holladay's striking insights and her illuminating interview with the influential
American poet.
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From reader reviews:

Rita Kirby:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille
Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or suitable book with you?

Mindy Simmons:

The experience that you get from Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies)
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Wild Blessings: The Poetry of
Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having
this kind of Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) instantly.

Patrick Siemens:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Wild
Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) offer you a new experience in looking at
a book.

Bess Cook:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Wild Blessings: The Poetry of Lucille
Clifton (Southern Literary Studies) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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