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Thetria of O. J. Simpson was a sensation, avidly followed by millions of people, but it was also, in a sense,
nothing new. One hundred years earlier the Lizzie Borden trial had held the nation in thrall. The names (and
the crimes) may change, but the appeal is enduring—and why thisis, how it works, and what it means are
what Lawrence Friedman investigatesin The Big Trial.

What isit about these cases that captures the public imagination? Are the "headline trials" of our period
different from those of a century or two ago? And what do we learn from them, about the nature of our
society, past and present? To get a clearer picture, Friedman first identifies what certain headline trials have
in common, then considers particular cases within each grouping. The political trial, for instance, embraces
treason and spying, dissenters and radicals, and, to varying degrees, corruption and fraud. Celebrity trials
involve the famous—whether victims, asin the case of Charles Manson, or defendants as disparate as Fatty
Arbuckle and William Kennedy Smith—but certain high-profile cases, such as those Friedman categorizes as
tabloid trials, can also create celebrities. The fascination of whodunit trials can be found in the mystery
surrounding the case: Are we sure about O. J. Simpson? What about Claus von Bulow—itried, in another
sensational case, for sending his wife into acoma.? An especially interesting type of case Friedman groups
under the rubric wormin the bud. These are cases, such asthat of Lizzie Borden, that seem to put society
itself on trial; they raise fundamental social questions and often suggest hidden and secret pathologies. And
finaly, asmall but important group of cases proceed from moral panic, the Salem witchceraft trials being the
classic instance, though Friedman also considers recent examples.

Though they might differ in significant ways, these types of trials also have important similarities. Most
notably, they invariably raise questions about identity (Who is this defendant? A villain? An innocent
unfairly accused?). And in this respect, The Big Trial shows us, the headlinetrial reflects a critical aspect of
modern society. Reaching across the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to the latest outrage, from
congressiona hearings to lynching and vigilante justice to public punishment, from Dr. Sam Sheppard (the
"fugitive") to Jeffrey Dahmer (the "cannibal"), The Rosenbergs to Timothy McVeigh, the book presents a
complex picture of headline trials as displays of power—moments of "didactic theater"" that demonstrate in
one way or another whether a society isfair, whom it protects, and whose interest it serves.
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From reader reviews:
David Busby:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhile isreading. Y eah, by
reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Big Trial: Law as Public Spectacle book
as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Joshua Stamper:

This book untitled The Big Trial: Law as Public Spectacle to be one of several books in which best seller in
thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Helen L eavitt:

Beside this particular The Big Trial: Law as Public Spectacle in your phone, it might give you away to get
more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from the oven so don't end up being worry if you fedl like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have The Big Trial: Law as Public Spectacle because this book offersto your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's al about. Oh come on, that will not end up
to happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missthis? Find this book and also read it from now!

Hattie Godfrey:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Big Trial: Law as Public Spectacle
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especially. Itisto befirst opinion for you to like to open up abook and examine it. Beside that the book The
Big Trial: Law as Public Spectacle can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of their time.
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