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Of the thousands of people who escaped through the Pyrenees during World War II, at least one hundred
owe their lives to a daring scheme that Belgian Charles Schepens masterminded in Mendive, a remote
Basque village near the French-Spanish border. The story of this near-miraculous resistance effort, an epic
undertaking carried out in plain view of the Nazis, is recounted in full for the first time in The Surgeon and
the Shepherd, an incredible, true tale of wartime heroism.

In 1942, in coordination with the Belgian resistance, Schepens stage-managed a highly secret information
and evacuation service through the counterfeit operation of a back-country lumbering enterprise. This book
traces Schepens’s gradual transformation from an apolitical young ophthalmologist into double agent
“Jacques Pérot,” and his emergence in the postwar period as a modern folk hero to the residents of Mendive.
Woven into the account are the stories of a remarkable international cast of characters, most notably the
Basque shepherd Jean Sarochar, regarded as a local misfit, with whom Schepens formed his most unlikely
partnership and an enduring friendship.

Part biography, part spy tale, part cultural study, The Surgeon and the Shepherd is based on more than ten
years of oral history research. The saga of a Belgian “first resister” who, by posing as a collaborator,
successfully duped both the Germans and the local French Basque population, it offers a powerful and
illuminating picture of moral and physical courage.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hart:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes
in Vichy France as your daily resource information.

Claude Gonzalez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France, you can tells your family, friends and
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Abel Cooke:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data about something
that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The Surgeon and the
Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France.

Shawn Young:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy
France was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many



ways to get book that you just wanted.
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