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Through fresh readings of texts ranging from Homer's Iliad, Swift's Tale of a Tub, and Austen's Emma
through the United States Constitution and McCulloch v. Maryland, James Boyd White examines the
relationship between an individual mind and its language and culture as well as the "textual community"
established between writer and audience. These striking textual analyses develop a rhetoric—a "way of
reading" that can be brought to any text but that, in broader terms, becomes a way of learning that can shape
the reader's life.

"In this ambitious and demanding work of literary criticism, James Boyd White seeks to communicate 'a
sense of reading in a new and different way.' . . . [White's] marriage of lawyerly acumen and classically
trained literary sensibility—equally evident in his earlier work, The Legal Imagination—gives the best parts
of When Words Lose Their Meaning a gravity and moral earnestness rare in the pages of contemporary
literary criticism."—Roger Kimball, American Scholar

"James Boyd White makes a state-of-the-art attempt to enrich legal theory with the insights of modern
literary theory. Of its kind, it is a singular and standout achievement. . . . [White's] selections span the whole
range of legal, literary, and political offerings, and his writing evidences a sustained and intimate experience
with these texts. Writing with natural elegance, White manages to be insightful and inciteful. Throughout, his
timely book is energized by an urgent love of literature and law and their liberating potential. His passion
and sincerity are palpable."—Allan C. Hutchinson, Yale Law Journal

"Undeniably a unique and significant work. . . . When Words Lose Their Meaning is a rewarding book by a
distinguished legal scholar. It is a showcase for the most interesting sort of inter-disciplinary work: the kind
that brings together from traditionally separate fields not so much information as ideas and approaches."—R.
B. Kershner, Jr., Georgia Review
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name When Words Lose
Their Meaning: Constitutions and Reconstitutions of Language, Character, and Community suitable to you?
Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled When Words Lose
Their Meaning: Constitutions and Reconstitutions of Language, Character, and Communityis the one of
several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
in this particular book.

Ann Edwards:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
When Words Lose Their Meaning: Constitutions and Reconstitutions of Language, Character, and
Community provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Samuel Brooks:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list will be When Words Lose Their Meaning: Constitutions and Reconstitutions
of Language, Character, and Community. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Walter Burchett:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book and also novel and When Words Lose Their Meaning: Constitutions and
Reconstitutions of Language, Character, and Community as well as others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to



bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes When Words Lose Their
Meaning: Constitutions and Reconstitutions of Language, Character, and Community to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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