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Combining behind-the-scenes coverage of an often besieged religious group with a personal account of one
woman's struggle to find meaning in it, Betrayal of the Spirit takes readers to the center of lifein the Hare
Krishna movement. Nori J. Muster joined the International Society of Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)--
the Hare Krishnas--in 1978, shortly after the death of the movement's spiritual master, and worked for ten
years as apublic relations secretary and editor of the organization's newspaper, the ISKCON World Review.
In this candid and critical account, Muster follows the inner workings of the movement and the Hare
Krishnas' progressive decline. Combining personal reminiscences, published articles, and internal
documents, Betrayal of the Spirit details the scandal s that beset the Krishnas--drug dealing, weapons
stockpiling, deceptive fundraising, child abuse, and murder within ISKCON-as well as the dynamics of
schisms that forced some 95 percent of the group's original membersto leave. In the midst of this
ingtitutional disarray, Muster continued her personal search for truth and religious meaning as an ISKCON
member until, disillusioned at last with the movement's internal divisions, she quit her job and left the
organization. In a new preface to the paperback edition, Muster discusses the personal circumstances that led
her to ISKCON and kept her there as the movement'simage worsened. She also talks about "the darkest
secret"—child abuse in the ISKCON parochia schools--that was covered up by the public relations office
where she worked.
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From reader reviews:
Pamela Pinkham:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Betrayal of the Spirit: My Life behind the Headlines of the Hare
Krishna Movement. Try to make the book Betrayal of the Spirit: My Life behind the Headlines of the Hare
Krishna Movement as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you alot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

James K ostka:

People livein this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extratime or they will
get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Betrayal of the Spirit: My Life behind the Headlines of the Hare Krishna
Movement.

Marvin Seto:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Betrayal of the Spirit: My Life behind the
Headlines of the Hare Krishna Movement can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know.
Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Robert Auclair:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their hobby.
They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Betrayal of the Spirit: My Life behind the Headlines of the Hare Krishna Movement
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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