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The announcement in 2003 that the Human Genome Project had completed its map of the entire human
genome was heralded as a stunning scientific breakthrough: our first full picture of the basic building blocks
of human life. Since then, boasts about the benefits—and warnings of the dangers—of genomics have
remained front-page news, with everyone agreeing that genomics has the potential to radically alter life as
we know it.

For the nonscientist, the claims and counterclaims are dizzying—what does it really mean to understand the
genome? Barry Barnes and John Dupré offer an answer to that question and much more in Genomes and
What to Make of Them, a clear and lively account of the genomic revolution and its promise. The book opens
with a brief history of the science of genetics and genomics, from Mendel to Watson and Crick and all the
way up to Craig Venter; from there the authors delve into the use of genomics in determining evolutionary
paths—and what it can tell us, for example, about how far we really have come from our ape ancestors.
Barnes and Dupré then consider both the power and risks of genetics, from the economic potential of plant
genomes to overblown claims that certain human genes can be directly tied to such traits as intelligence or
homosexuality. Ultimately, the authors argue, we are now living with a new knowledge as powerful in its
way as nuclear physics, and the stark choices that face us—between biological warfare and gene therapy, a
new eugenics or a new agricultural revolution—will demand the full engagement of both scientists and
citizens. 

Written in straightforward language but without denying the complexity of the issues, Genomes and What to
Make of Them is both an up-to-date primer and a blueprint for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Genomes and What to Make of Them. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Genomes and
What to Make of Them. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, you can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kenneth Jordan:

Here thing why this specific Genomes and What to Make of Them are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. Genomes and What to Make of Them giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Genomes and What to Make of
Them. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of Genomes and What to Make of Them in e-book can be your option.

Philip Nguyen:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Genomes and What to Make of
Them book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Richard Lawrence:

You can get this Genomes and What to Make of Them by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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