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Robert Allen's compelling book examines burlesque not only as popular entertainment but also as a complex
and transforming cultural phenomenon. When Lydia Thompson and her controversial female troupe of
"British Blondes" brought modern burlesque to the United States in 1868, the result was electric. Their
impertinent humor, streetwise manner, and provocative parodies of masculinity brought them enormous
popular success--and the condemnation of critics, cultural commentators, and even women's rights
campaigners.
Burlesque was a cultural threat, Allen argues, because it inverted the "normal" world of middle-class social
relations and transgressed norms of "proper" feminine behavior and appearance. Initially playing to
respectable middle-class audiences, burlesque was quickly relegated to the shadow-world of working-class
male leisure. In this process the burlesque performer "lost" her voice, as burlesque increasingly revolved
around the display of her body.
Locating burlesque within the context of both the social transformation of American theater and its patterns
of gender representation, Allen concludes that burlesque represents a fascinating example of the potential
transgressiveness of popular entertainment forms, as well as the strategies by which they have been
contained and their threats defused.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Castorena:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very
own reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also
they write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on
this planet always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their
book. One of them is this Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the
United States).

Glady Curry:

Why? Because this Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United
States) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book
in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Melissa Peterson:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and
American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Barbara Simon:

Beside this specific Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United
States) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American
Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use



you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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