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Ellen Steinberg’s Irma, painstakingly crafted out of Irma Rosenthal Frankenstein’s voluminous writings,
gives us an inspiring and richly rewarding account of the life and times of an active, socialy engaged woman
who devoted herself to her family and her community over the course of along and full life. Irma (1871-
1966) was born in Chicago—just before the Chicago Fire—of German Jewish parents who had come to the
U.S. shortly after the Civil War. Irma attended public schools and the University of Chicago, participated
energeticaly in Jewish women’s and social-welfare activities, raised her family, and published one poem and
asmall book.

Irma s journals and diaries were private accounts in which she chronicled the rhythm of her days and the
shape of her life. She recorded her thoughts and short quotations from her reading, jotted down her own
poems and short stories, constructed dinner-party menus, and wrote biographical sketches of her family.
Interspersed among the records of what she did when and with whom are a number of lengthy reflections on
Chicago history, her early life, religious beliefs, education, her aspirations, disappointments, sorrows, and
successes. She documented her family’s activities during the Chicago Fire, the city’ srebuilding, early
educational curriculain the city’s schools, what it was like to participate in the suffrage movement and vote
for thefirst time, the effect of the Great Depression on the middle class, and World War Il as seen from her
perspective.

In each chapter, Ellen Steinberg has set Irma’ s contemporary entries and later memoirs against the context of
the Chicago history that Irmaknew so well. Irma’ s story will fascinate those interested in diaries and
autobiography, women’s history, and Chicago history. From a plethora of rich source materials—including
over half amillion words of Irma’ s writings alone—Steinberg has created a seamless, fascinating narrative
about a Chicago woman who, although “nobody famous’ (in her words), lived avital lifein avibrant city.
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From reader reviews:
Margaret Williams:

The particular book Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new
book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 is
much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Vicki Allen:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 can
be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Dustin Singh:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yoursdlf in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 why because the
amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. Theinside or content
isusually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up
this book.

Karen Bergeron:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Irma: A Chicago Woman's Story, 1871-1966 can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short extra time problems.
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