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Focusing on the representation of same-sex desire in Victorian autobiographical writing, Oliver Buckton
offers significant new readings of works by some of the most influential figures in late-nineteenth-century
literature and culture. Combining original research, careful historical analysis, and contemporary theories of
autobiography, gender, and sexual identity, he provides nuanced studies of confessional narratives by
Edward Carpenter, John Henry Newman, John Addington Symonds, Oscar Wilde, and, in an epilogue, E. M.
Forster.

By examining the "confessional" elements of these writings, Buckton brings "secrecy" into focus as a central
and productive component of autobiographical discourse. He challenges the conventional view of secrecy as
the suppression of information, instead using the term to suggest an oscillation between authorial self-
disclosure and silence or reserve--a strategy for arousing the reader's interest and establishing a relation
based on shared knowledge while deferring or displacing the revelation of potentially incriminating and
scandalous desires. Though their
disclosures of same-sex desire jeopardized the cultural privilege granted these writers by Victorian codes of
authorship and masculinity, their use of secrecy, Buckton shows, allowed them to protect themselves from
Victorian stigma and to challenge prevailing constructions of sexual identity.

Originally published in 1998.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography, you could tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Coleen Faircloth:

The reserve untitled Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography is the book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in
Victorian Autobiography from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Bridget Chacon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Secret Selves: Confession and
Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Secret Selves: Confession and
Same-Sex Desire in Victorian Autobiography become your starter.

Mary Linkous:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Secret Selves: Confession and Same-Sex Desire in
Victorian Autobiography. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning
out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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