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For eight years the president of the United States was a born-again Christian, backed by well-organized
evangelicals who often seemed intent on erasing the church-state divide. In Europe, the increasing number of
radicalized Muslims is creating widespread fear that Islam is undermining Western-style liberal democracy.
And even in polytheistic Asia, the development of democracy has been hindered in some countries,
particularly China, by a long history in which religion was tightly linked to the state.

Ian Buruma is the first writer to provide a sharp-eyed look at the tensions between religion and politics on
three continents. Drawing on many contemporary and historical examples, he argues that the violent passions
inspired by religion must be tamed in order to make democracy work.

Comparing the United States and Europe, Buruma asks why so many Americans--and so few Europeans--see
religion as a help to democracy. Turning to China and Japan, he disputes the notion that only monotheistic
religions pose problems for secular politics. Finally, he reconsiders the story of radical Islam in
contemporary Europe, from the case of Salman Rushdie to the murder of Theo van Gogh. Sparing no one,
Buruma exposes the follies of the current culture war between defenders of "Western values" and
"multiculturalists," and explains that the creation of a democratic European Islam is not only possible, but
necessary.

Presenting a challenge to dogmatic believers and dogmatic secularists alike, Taming the Gods powerfully
argues that religion and democracy can be compatible--but only if religious and secular authorities are kept
firmly apart.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Jones:

This Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents
without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become
worry Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents can bring if you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Reva Morison:

The feeling that you get from Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents is the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three
Continents giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Taming the
Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents instantly.

Daniel Colon:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Taming the Gods: Religion and
Democracy on Three Continents, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Victor Havens:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The



inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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