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This masterwork of interpretative history begins with a bold declaration: The Modern Age is the Jewish
Age--and we are all, to varying degrees, Jews.

The assertion is, of course, metaphorical. But it underscores Yuri Slezkine's provocative thesis. Not only
have Jews adapted better than many other groups to living in the modern world, they have become the
premiere symbol and standard of modern life everywhere.

Slezkine argues that the Jews were, in effect, among the world's first free agents. They traditionally belonged
to a social and anthropological category known as "service nomads," an outsider group specializing in the
delivery of goods and services. Their role, Slezkine argues, was part of a broader division of human labor
between what he calls Mercurians-entrepreneurial minorities--and Apollonians--food-producing majorities.

Since the dawning of the Modern Age, Mercurians have taken center stage. In fact, Slezkine argues,
modernity is all about Apollonians becoming Mercurians--urban, mobile, literate, articulate, intellectually
intricate, physically fastidious, and occupationally flexible. Since no group has been more adept at
Mercurianism than the Jews, he contends, these exemplary ancients are now model moderns.

The book concentrates on the drama of the Russian Jews, including émigrés and their offspring in America,
Palestine, and the Soviet Union. But Slezkine has as much to say about the many faces of modernity--
nationalism, socialism, capitalism, and liberalism--as he does about Jewry. Marxism and Freudianism, for
example, sprang largely from the Jewish predicament, Slezkine notes, and both Soviet Bolshevism and
American liberalism were affected in fundamental ways by the Jewish exodus from the Pale of Settlement.

Rich in its insight, sweeping in its chronology, and fearless in its analysis, this sure-to-be-controversial work
is an important contribution not only to Jewish and Russian history but to the history of Europe and America
as well.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time
to be read. The Jewish Century can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Cynthia Richards:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Jewish Century which
is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Victor Banister:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Jewish Century was multi-colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book The Jewish Century has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Rachel Haley:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Jewish Century we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Jewish Century. You can more inviting than
now.
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