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Born into wealth in New Orleansin 1795 and married into misery fifteen years later, the Baroness Micagla
Almonester de Pontalba led alife ripe for novelization. Intimate Enemies, however, is the spellbinding true
account of this resilient woman’s life — and the three men who most affected its course.

Immediately upon marrying Célestin de Pontalba, Micaela was removed to his family’s estate in France. For
twenty years her father-in-law attempted to drive her to abandon Célestin; by law he could then seize control
of her fortune. He tried dozens of strategies, including at one point instructing the entire Pontal ba househol d
to pretend she was invisible. Finally, in 1834, the despairing elder Pontalba trapped Micaglain a bedroom
and shot her four times before turning his gun on himself.

Miraculously, she survived. Five years later, after securing both a separation from Célestin and legal power
over her wealth, Micaela focused her attention on building, following in the footsteps of her late, illustrious
father, Andrés Almonester. Her Parisian mansion, the Hétel Pontalba, is today the official residence of the
American embassy in France; and her Pontalba Buildings, which flank Jackson’s Square in New Orleans,
form together with her father’s St. Louis Cathedral, Presbytere, and Cabildo one of the loveliest architectural
complexesin America.

Asfor Célestin, he eventually suffered atotal physical and mental breakdown and begged Micaelato return.
She did so, caring for him for the next twenty-three years until her death in 1874.

In Intimate Enemies, Christina V ella embroiders the compelling story of the AlImonester-Pontalba alliance
against arichly woven background of the events and cultures of two centuries and two vivid societies. She
provides awindow into the yellow fever epidemics that raged in New Orleans; the rebuilding of Paris, the
Paris Commune uprising, and the Second Empire of Napoleon I11; European ideas of power, class, money,
marriage, and love during the baroness’ lifetime and their inflection in the New World setting of New
Orleans; medical treatments, legal procedures, imperial court life, banking practices, and much more.

Combining the historian’s meticul ous research with the biographer’ s exacting knowledge of her subject and

the novelist’ s gift for narrative, Vella has crafted arare cross-genre work that will capture the imagination
and admiration of every reader.
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From reader reviews:
Tina Brookins:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba
can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Frank Hall:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of
Baroness de Pontalba is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Shannon Thompson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de
Pontalba was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Intimate Enemies: The
Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading this.

Kenneth Connolly:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba can make you realy
feel more interested to read.



Download and Read Online Intimate Enemies. The Two Worlds of
Baroness de Pontalba Christina Vela #MHL0Z64N5JR



Read Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba
by Christina Vellafor online ebook

Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba by Christina Vella Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba by Christina Vella
books to read online.

Online Intimate Enemies. The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba by Christina Vella
ebook PDF download

Intimate Enemies. The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba by Christina Vella Doc
Intimate Enemies: The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba by Christina Vella M obipocket

Intimate Enemies. The Two Worlds of Baroness de Pontalba by Christina Vella EPub



