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Alongside the formal development of Judaism from the eleventh through the sixteenth centuries, a robust
Jewish folk religion flourished—ideas and practices that never met with wholehearted approval by religious
leaders yet enjoyed such wide popularity that they could not be altogether excluded from the religion.
According to Joshua Trachtenberg, it is not possible truly to understand the experience and history of the
Jewish people without attempting to recover their folklife and beliefs from centuries past.

Jewish Magic and Superstition is a masterful and utterly fascinating exploration of religious forms that have
all but disappeared yet persist in the imagination. The volume begins with legends of Jewish sorcery and
proceeds to discuss beliefs about the evil eye, spirits of the dead, powers of good, the famous legend of the
golem, procedures for casting spells, the use of gems and amulets, how to battle spirits, the ritual of
circumcision, herbal folk remedies, fortune telling, astrology, and the interpretation of dreams.

First published more than sixty years ago, Trachtenberg's study remains the foundational scholarship on
magical practicesin the Jewish world and offers an understanding of folk beliefs that expressed most
eloguently the everyday religion of the Jewish people.
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From reader reviews:
David Bolds:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Jewish Magic and Superstition:
A Study in Folk Religion to read.

GeorgeHale:

This book untitled Jewish Magic and Superstition: A Study in Folk Religion to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Fay Harris:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Jewish Magic and Superstition: A Study in Folk Religion, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Donna Gamble;

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because this al time you only find e-book that need more time
to be learn. Jewish Magic and Superstition: A Study in Folk Religion can be your answer because it can be
read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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