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In On Sondheim, renowned author Ethan Mordden takes the reader on a tour of Stephen Sondheim's work,
arguing for the importance and appeal of the composer-lyricist in American theater and, even more, in
American culture. Over the course of eighteen shows, Mordden demonstrates that Sondheim is a classical
composer who happens to write musicals. Sondheim has intellectualized the musical by tackling serious
content usually reserved for the spoken stage: nonconformism (in Anyone Can Whistle, 1964), history (in
Pacific Overtures, 1976), and cannibalism as a metaphor for class warfare (Sweeney Todd, 1979). Yet his
work combines complex music and intellectual plots with a masterly skill for the fabric of theatre. His shows
are all intensely theatrical, produced with flair and brilliance, whether in the lush operetta of A Little Night
Music (1973) or the quixotic fairy-tale magic of Into the Woods (1987).

Mordden provides fresh insights and analyses of every Sondheim show, from his first hit (West Side Story,
1957) to his most recent title (Road Show, 2008). Each musical has a dedicated chapter, including articles on
Sondheim's life and his major influences, and comprehensive bibliographical and discographical essays place
the Sondheim literature and recordings in perspective. Writing with his usual blend of the scholarly and the
popular - with a wicked sense of humor - Ethan Mordden reveals why Stephen Sondheim has become
Broadway's most significant voice in the last fifty years.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Trejo:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject On
Sondheim: An Opinionated Guide suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
particular book untitled On Sondheim: An Opinionated Guideis the main one of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Anne Hahn:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book On Sondheim: An Opinionated Guide it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Clarence Cobb:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. On Sondheim: An Opinionated Guide can be your answer because it can be read by an individual
who have those short free time problems.

Gerardo Roney:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like On Sondheim: An Opinionated
Guide which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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