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While flipping through the atlas of Chang Ch'i-yun, one of China' s most famous geographers, distinguished
tranglator Bill Porter (Red Pine) developed a curiosity about the southwestern province of China. Dubbed

Y un-nan, “ South of the Clouds,” thiswas the last area modern Chinato come under Chinese control.
Originally conquered by the Mongols and eventually introduced to foreigners as a vibrant setting for trade,
Y un-nan became a critical crossroad connecting East and West.

In 1992, Porter left hishome in Hong Kong to tour the small towns and major cities of Y un-nan, studying
each of their local cultures and larger impacts on the trgjectory of Chinese history. Here, he shares his
encyclopedic knowledge of the nation’s beautiful legacy while introducing new insight about the province's
landscapes, people, and recent state of affairs. He visited Bulang Mountain, where the local people had no
written language of their own, so they sent their children to live as monksin nearby Tai templesto learn Tai
script. He saw women in Lijiang who wore traditional sheepskin jackets that bore seven frogeyes without
clear explanation. In Dali, asmall town turned urban center, he recalls a massive museum built to show off
the city’ s new wealth, only to have half of its halls |eft empty and unvisited.

Thefirst of aseries of three Chinatravel memoirs to be published by Soft Skull, Bill Porter’s book tells the

incredible story of a spread of land with athousand years of human history. His remarkable insight and
unparalleled understanding of China place this book at the forefront of East Asian travel literature.
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From reader reviews:
Jeffrey Paolucci:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually South of the Clouds: Travelsin Southwest China.

Elizabeth Webster:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and aso soon. The
South of the Clouds:. Travelsin Southwest China provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Jose Pina:

On this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you should do
isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of the
booksin thetop list in your reading list is South of the Clouds: Travels in Southwest China. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jessie Adams:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book South of the Clouds: Travelsin Southwest China
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book South of the Clouds: Travels
in Southwest China has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading in which.
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