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Taking stock of contemporary social, cultural, and political currents, Timothy Brennan explores key turning
points in the recent history of American intellectual life. He contends that a certain social-democratic vision
of politics has been banished from public discussion, leading to an unlikely convergence of the political right
and the academic left and a deadening of critical opposition. Brennan challenges the conventional view that
affiliations based on political belief, claims upon the state, or the public interest have been rendered obsolete
by the march of events in the years before and after Reagan. Instead, he lays out a new path for a future
infused with a sense of intellectual and political possibility.

In highlighting the shift in America's intellectual culture, Brennan makes the case for seeing belief as an
identity. As much as race or ethnicity, political belief, Brennan argues, is itself an identity-one that remains
unrecognized and without legal protections while possessing its own distinctive culture. Brennan also
champions the idea of cosmopolitanism and critiques those theorists who relegate the left to the status of
postcolonial "other."

Wars of Position documents how alternative views were chased from the public stage by strategic acts of
censorship, including within supposedly dissident wings of the humanities. He explores how the humanities
entered the cultural and political mainstream and settled into an awkward secular religion of the "middle
way." In a series of interrelated chapters, Brennan considers narratives of the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
Clinton impeachment; reexamines Salman Rushdie's pre-fatwa writing to illuminate its radical social
leanings; presents a startling new interpretation of Edward Said; looks at the fatal reception of Antonio
Gramsci within postcolonial history and criticism; and offers a stinging critique of Hardt and Negri's Empire
and the influence of Italian radicalism on contemporary cultural theory. Throughout the work, Brennan also
draws on and critiques the ideas and influence of Heidegger, Lyotard, Kristeva, and other influential
theorists.
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From reader reviews:

Carroll Boggess:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics
of Left and Right. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Travis Davis:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Wars of Position: The Cultural
Politics of Left and Right that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you could pick Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right become your current starter.

Barbra Walker:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Mary Adamczyk:

This Wars of Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right is brand new way for you who has fascination
to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Wars of
Position: The Cultural Politics of Left and Right can be the light food for you because the information inside
this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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