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For Irish Americans as well as for Chicago's other ethnic groups, the local parish once formed the nucleus of
daily life. Focusing on the parish of St. Sabina's in the southwest Chicago neighborhood of Auburn-
Gresham, Eileen McMahon takes a penetrating look at the response of Catholic ethnics to life in twentieth-
century America. She reveals the role the parish church played in achieving a cohesive and vital ethnic
neighborhood and shows how ethno-religious distinctions gave way to racial differences as a central point of
identity and conflict.

For most of this century the parish served as an important mechanism for helping Irish Catholics cope with a
dominant Protestant-American culture. Anti-Catholicism in the society at large contributed to dependency on
parishes and to a desire for separateness from the American mainstream. As much as Catholics may have
wanted to insulate themselves in their parish communities, however, Chicago demographics and the fluid
nature of the larger society made this ultimately impossible. Despite efforts at integration attempted by St.
Sabina's liberal clergy, white parishioners viewed black migration into their neighborhood as a threat to their
way of life and resisted it even as they relocated to the suburbs.

The transition from white to black neighborhoods and parishes is a major theme of twentieth-century urban
history. The experience of St. Sabina's, which changed from a predominantly Irish parish to a vibrant
African-American Catholic community, provides insights into this social trend and suggests how the
interplay between faith and ethnicity contributes to a resistance to change.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Arsenault:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book What Parish Are You From?: A
Chicago Irish Community and Race Relations. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lawrence Howe:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the publication untitled What Parish Are You From?: A Chicago Irish Community and
Race Relations can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Fong:

The particular book What Parish Are You From?: A Chicago Irish Community and Race Relations has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Yolanda Powers:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. What Parish Are You From?: A Chicago Irish Community and Race Relations can be
your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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