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Working mothers, broken homes, poverty, racial or ethnic background, poorly educated parents—these are
the usual reasons given for the academic problems of poor urban children. Reginald M. Clark contends,
however, that such structural characteristics of families neither predict nor explain the wide variation in
academic achievement among children. He emphasizes instead the total family life, stating that the most
important indicators of academic potential are embedded in family culture.

To support his contentions, Clark offers ten intimate portraits of Black families in Chicago. Visiting the
homes of poor one- and two-parent families of high and low achievers, Clark made detailed observations on
the quality of home life, noting how family habits and interactions affect school success and what
characteristics of family life provide children with "school survival skills," a complex of behaviors, attitudes,
and knowledge that are the essential elements in academic success.

Clark's conclusions lead to exciting implications for educational policy. If school achievement is not
dependent on family structure or income, parents can learn to inculcate school survival skills in their
children. Clark offers specific suggestions and strategies for use by teachers, parents, school administrators,
and social service policy makers, but his work will also find an audience in urban anthropology, family
studies, and Black studies.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Levy:

Typically the book Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail will
bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Family Life and
School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Max Norris:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or
Fail provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Jeffery Hall:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Family Life and School Achievement: Why
Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor
Black Children Succeed or Fail to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.

Priscilla Garcia:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Family Life and School Achievement: Why Poor Black Children Succeed or Fail when you necessary it?
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