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Once the grain basket for South Africa, much of Lesotho has become a scarred and treel ess wasteland. The
nation's spectacular gullying has concerned environmentalists and conservationists for more than half a
century, In Imperial Gullies: Soil Erosion and Conservation in Lesotho, Kate B. Showers documents the
truth behind this devastation. Showers reconstructs the history of the landscape, beginning with a history of
the soil. She concludes that Lesotho's distinctive erosion chasms, called dongas, often cited as an example of
destructive land-use practices by African farmers, actually were caused by colonial and postcolonial
practices. The residents of Lesotho emerge as victims of afailed technology. Their efforts to mitigate or
resist implementation of destructive soil conservation engineering works were thwarted, and they were
blamed for the consequences of policies promoted by international soil conservationists since the 1930s.
Imperial Gullies callsfor an observational, experimental and, most importantly, a fully consultative and
participatory approach to address L esotho's serious contemporary problems of soil erosion. The first book to
bring to center stage the historical practice of colonial soil science and a cautionary tale of western sciencein
unfamiliar terrain it will interest a broad, interdisciplinary audience in African and environmental studies,
social sciences, and history. " Showers shows how local people understood that colonial contour conservation
methods and road building actually stimulated gully erosion, something colonial scientists failed to realize.
Overal it is undoubtedly one of the most important books written to date on any part of the environmental
history of Africa. Moreover it stands out in the discipline of environmental history in general as an unusually
sophisticated work of great insight and explanatory power."---Richard H. Grove, author of Green
Imperialism: Colonial Expansion, Tropical I1sland Edens and the Origins of Environmentalism, 1600-1860
Kate B. Showersisavisiting research fellow and senior research associate at the Centre for World
Environmental History, University of Sussex, England. She haslived in rural Lesotho and has served as head
of research, Institute of Southern African Studies, National University of Lesotho.
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From reader reviews:
Rita Heil:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual isyou don't know which you should start with. This Imperial Gullies: Soil Erosion and
Conservation in Lesotho (Ecology & History) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in thisera.

Mary Moore:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which oneis
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Imperia Gullies: Soil Erosion and Conservation in Lesotho (Ecology
& History) as your daily resource information.

Helen Woodson:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Imperial Gullies: Soil Erosion and
Conservation in Lesotho (Ecology & History) is simpleto develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Chantal Dow:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isreferred to as of
book Imperial Gullies: Soil Erosion and Conservation in Lesotho (Ecology & History). You can include your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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