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In 1554, a group of idealistic laywomen founded a home for homeless and orphaned adolescent girls in one
of the worst neighborhoods in Florence. Of the 526 girls who lived in the home during its fourteen-year
tenure, only 202 left there alive. Struck by the unusually high mortality rate, Nicholas Terpstra sets out to
determine what killed the lost girls of the House of Compassion shelter (Casa della Pietà).

Reaching deep into the archives' letters, ledgers, and records from both inside and outside the home, he
slowly pieces together the tragic story. The Casa welcomed girls in bad health and with little future, hoping
to save them from an almost certain life of poverty and drudgery. Yet this "safe" house was cruelly
dangerous. Victims of Renaissance Florence's sexual politics, these young women were at the disposal of the
city's elite men, who treated them as property meant for their personal pleasure.

With scholarly precision and journalistic style, Terpstra uncovers and chronicles a series of disturbing leads
that point to possible reasons so many girls died: hints of routine abortions, basic medical care for sexually
transmitted diseases, and appalling conditions in the textile factories where the girls worked.

Church authorities eventually took the Casa della Pietà away from the women who had founded it and
moved it to a better part of Florence. Its sordid past was hidden, until now, in an official history that bore
little resemblance to the orphanage's true origins. Terpstra's meticulous investigation not only uncovers the
sad fate of the lost girls of the Casa della Pietà but also explores broader themes, including gender relations,
public health, church politics, and the challenges girls and adolescent women faced in Renaissance Florence.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Leavitt:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Lost Girls seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-
book Lost Girls is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with
the book Lost Girls. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Baker:

Here thing why this Lost Girls are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Lost Girls giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Lost Girls. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Lost Girls in e-book can be your alternate.

John Harrison:

The actual book Lost Girls will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Lost Girls is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Grace Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lost Girls can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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