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In Gilded Age America, Arctic explorers were fabulous celebrities—assured of riches and near-immortality
so long as they reached the North Pole first. Of the many attempts to meet that goal, three American
expeditions, launched from the Russian archipelago of Franz Josef Land, ended in abject failure, their
exploits consigned to near-oblivion. Even so, these ventures—the Wellman expedition (1898–99), the
Baldwin-Ziegler (1901–2), and the Fiala-Ziegler (1903–5)—have much to tell us about the personalities,
politics, and economics of exploration in their day. In The Greatest Show in the Arctic, the first book to
chronicle all three expeditions, P. J. Capelotti explores what went right and what, in the end, went tragically
wrong.

The cast of colorful characters from the Franz Josef Land forays included Walter Wellman, a Chicago
journalist and bon vivant running from debts, his mistress, and an illegitimate daughter; Evelyn Briggs
Baldwin, a deranged meteorologist with a fetish for balloons and a passion for Swedish conserves; and
Anthony Fiala, a pious photographer in search of God in the Arctic. Featuring an international cast of
supporting characters worthy of a three-ring circus, The Greatest Show in the Arctic follows each of the three
expeditions in turn, from spectacular feats of financing to their bitter ends. Along the way, the explorers
accumulated considerable geographic knowledge and left a legacy of place-names.

Through close study of the expeditions’ journals, Capelotti reveals that the Franz Josef Land endeavors
foundered chiefly because of poor leadership and internal friction, not for lack of funding, as historians have
previously suspected. Presenting tales of noble intentions, novel inventions, and epic miscalculations, The
Greatest Show in the Arctic brings fresh life to a unique and underappreciated story of American exploration.
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From reader reviews:

Louie Laforge:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American
Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) to read.

Perla Baxter:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of
Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Greatest Show
in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel
Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The
Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American
Exploration and Travel Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Charles Shin:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905
(American Exploration and Travel Series).

Michelle Favors:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz



Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study
when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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