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Chronicling the spectacular rise to power of General Abdul Rashid Dostum, this is an intimate profile of the
one of the most powerful warlords to have dominated Afghanistan in the years since the Soviet withdrawal in
the late 1980s. His rise from simple peasant villager to warrior against the repressive policies of the Taliban
and Al Qaeda is told by one of the few outsiders to be accepted into Dostum’s stronghold in the northern
deserts of Afghanistan. Thanks to this unprecedented access, author Brian Glyn Williams was able to
conduct lengthy interviews with Dostum and his family, as well as his subcommanders, local chieftains,
mullahs, Taliban enemies, prisoners of war, and women’s rights activists. What emerges is an intensely
personal account of the Mongol warlord, detailing his childhood, motivations, hopes for his country, and
conviction that it is time for a new generation of Western-trained technocrats to shape his country’s destiny.
With the drawing down of U.S. troops in 2014 and Dostum poised to reenter the world stage to fight a
resurgent Taliban, this timely analysis provides important historical context to the controversy swirling
around Afghanistan’s warlord culture and is an essential contribution to the debate on Afghanistan’s future.

The Last Warlord tells the spellbinding story of the legendary Afghan warlord Abdul Rashid Dostum, a

larger-than-life figure who guided US Special Forces to victory over the Taliban after 9/11. Having gained

unprecedented access to General Dostum and his family and subcommanders, as well as local chieftains,

mullahs, elders, Taliban prisoners, and women’s rights activists, scholar Brian Glyn Williams paints a

fascinating portrait of this Northern Alliance Uzbek commander who has been shrouded in mystery and

contradicting hearsay. In contrast to sensational media accounts that have mythologized the “bear of a man

with a gruff laugh” who “some Uzbeks swear, has on occasion frightened people to death,” Williams

carefully chronicles Dostum’s rise from peasant villager to Uzbek leader and skilled strategist who has

fought a long and bitter war against the Taliban and Al Qaeda fanatics that have sought to repress his people.

Also revealed is Dostum’s surprising history as a defender of women’s rights and religious moderation.

            In riveting detail The Last Warlord spotlights the crucial Afghan contribution to Operation Enduring

Freedom: how the CIA contacted the mysterious warrior Dostum to help US Special Forces wage a covert

war in the mountains of Afghanistan, how respect and even friendship quickly grew between the Afghan and

American fighting men, and how Dostum led his nomadic people charging into war the same way his

ancestors had—on horseback. The result was one of the most decisive campaigns in the entire war on terror.

The Last Warlord shows that, far from serving as an exotic backdrop for American heroics, it was these

horse-mounted descendents of the Mongol warrior Genghis Khan that allowed the American military to

overthrow the Taliban regime in a matter of weeks.

            With the United States drawing down troops in 2014 and Dostum poised to re-enter the world stage

to fight a resurgent Taliban, The Last Warlord is vital to understanding Afghanistan’s warlord culture and

how it factors into Afghanistan’s past and future.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Mullinax:

The particular book The Last Warlord: The Life and Legend of Dostum, the Afghan Warrior Who Led US
Special Forces to Topple the Taliban Re will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very
suited to you. The book The Last Warlord: The Life and Legend of Dostum, the Afghan Warrior Who Led
US Special Forces to Topple the Taliban Re is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Robert Franco:

This The Last Warlord: The Life and Legend of Dostum, the Afghan Warrior Who Led US Special Forces to
Topple the Taliban Re is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Last Warlord:
The Life and Legend of Dostum, the Afghan Warrior Who Led US Special Forces to Topple the Taliban Re
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Adam Youngblood:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known
as of book The Last Warlord: The Life and Legend of Dostum, the Afghan Warrior Who Led US Special
Forces to Topple the Taliban Re. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Daryl Sanders:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The Last
Warlord: The Life and Legend of Dostum, the Afghan Warrior Who Led US Special Forces to Topple the



Taliban Re.
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