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A fresh and bold argument for revamping our standards of “merit” and a clear blueprint for creating
collaborative education models that strengthen our democracy rather than privileging individual elites

Standing on the foundations of America’s promise of equal opportunity, our universities purport to serve as
engines of social mobility and practitioners of democracy. But as acclaimed scholar and pioneering civil
rights advocate Lani Guinier argues, the merit systems that dictate the admissions practices of these
institutions are functioning to select and privilege elite individuals rather than create learning communities
geared to advance democratic societies. Having studied and taught at schools such as Harvard University,
Yale Law School, and the University of Pennsylvania Law School, Guinier has spent years examining the
experiences of ethnic minorities and of women at the nation’s top institutions of higher education, and here
she lays bare the practices that impede the stated missions of these schools.

Goaded on by a contemporary culture that establishes value through ranking and sorting, universities assess
applicants using the vocabulary of private, highly individualized merit. As a result of private merit standards
and ever-increasing tuitions, our colleges and universities increasingly are failing in their mission to provide
educational opportunity and to prepare students for productive and engaged citizenship.

To reclaim higher education as a cornerstone of democracy, Guinier argues that institutions of higher
learning must focus on admitting and educating a class of students who will be critical thinkers, active
citizens, and publicly spirited leaders. Guinier presents a plan for considering “democratic merit,” a system
that measures the success of higher education not by the personal qualities of the students who enter but by
the work and service performed by the graduates who leave.

Guinier goes on to offer vivid examples of communities that have developed effective learning strategies
based not on an individual’s “merit” but on the collaborative strength of a group, learning and working
together, supporting members, and evolving into powerful collectives. Examples are taken from across the
country and include a wide range of approaches, each innovative and effective. Guinier argues for
reformation, not only of the very premises of admissions practices but of the shape of higher education itself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

This book untitled The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in America to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
publication from your list.

Karen Bell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in America.

Jasmine Myers:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher Education in
America can make you really feel more interested to read.

Juan Reynolds:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Tyranny of the Meritocracy: Democratizing Higher
Education in America.
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