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Pushing the Envelope, a survey history of the American aircraft (now aerospace) manufacturing industry, is
the most comprehensive history on the subject ever completed. Though it covers the development of the
industry from the beginnings of flight to the present, it provides far more than a simple chronology by
analyzing key economic, military, technical, and international influences on the industry and showing how
the industry has been instrumental in American military and technological leadership from its modest
beginnings.
Using original sources whenever available, Pushing the Envelope focuses on the business of aircraft. It is
neither an aeronautical nor a production history of the industry, although both aspects are addressed. Instead,
Donald M. Pattillo features the development and production of aircraft in different periods in the context of
aeronautical progress. Pushing the Envelope also establishes that the central fact of the industry's existence,
its dependence on military contracts, has been simultaneously its greatest strength and greatest vulnerability.
Even during periods of military expansion, Pattillo illustrates, it has always been an unstable and insecure
enterprise.
Carefully researched, Pushing the Envelope also assesses the environmental impacts on the industry,
including those pressures that have often led it into ethical dispute. Unlike any other technological industry,
the unique qualities of the aircraft industry are truly paradoxical--although it provides vital technical and
production capability to the nation, demand for its capabilities may be influenced by external developments
that it cannot foresee or influence.
Pushing the Envelope transcends narrow disciplines, commingling aeronautical science and technology,
business management, international business, the history of science and technology, national security studies,
and international relations. Written in nontechnical language, it can easily be understood by a diverse
audience, including industry and military professionals as well as the general public interested in aviation
and technology. With Pushing the Envelope, Pattillo fills a most conspicuous gap in the literature of both
aviation and industrial history.
Donald M. Pattillo is an educational consultant in Acworth, Georgia.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Pushing the Envelope: The
American Aircraft Industry will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited
book with you?

Chris Bynum:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining including comic or novel. The Pushing the Envelope: The American Aircraft Industry is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Yvonne Wagner:

The e-book untitled Pushing the Envelope: The American Aircraft Industry is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Pushing the Envelope: The American Aircraft Industry from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Sandra Alexander:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Pushing the Envelope: The American Aircraft Industry this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all
of you.
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