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Thanks to Salem sea captains, Gilded Age millionaires, curators on horseback and missionaries gone native,
North American museums now possess the greatest collections of Chinese art outside of East Asia itself.
How did it happen? The China Collectors is the first full account of a century-long treasure hunt in China
from the Opium Wars and the Boxer Rebellion to Mao Zedong's 1949 ascent.

The principal gatherers are mostly little known and defy invention. They included "foreign devils" who
braved desert sandstorms, bandits and local warlords in acquiring significant works. Adventurous curators
like Langdon Warner, a forebear of Indiana Jones, argued that the caves of Dunhuang were already
threatened by vandals, thereby justifying the removal of frescoes and sculptures. Other Americans include
George Kates, an alumnus of Harvard, Oxford and Hollywood, who fell in love with Ming furniture. The
Chinese were divided between dealers who profited from the artworks' removal, and scholars who sought to
protect their country's patrimony. Duanfang, the greatest Chinese collector of his era, was beheaded in a
coup and his splendid bronzes now adorn major museums. Others in this rich tapestry include Charles Lang
Freer, an enlightened Detroit entrepreneur, two generations of Rockefellers, and Avery Brundage, the
imperious Olympian, and Arthur Sackler, the grand acquisitor. No less important are two museum directors,
Cleveland's Sherman Lee and Kansas City's Laurence Sickman, who challenged the East Coast's hegemony.

Shareen Blair Brysac and Karl E. Meyer even-handedly consider whether ancient treasures were looted or
salvaged, and whether it was morally acceptable to spirit hitherto inaccessible objects westward, where they
could be studied and preserved by trained museum personnel. And how should the US and Canada and their
museums respond now that China has the means and will to reclaim its missing patrimony?
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From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The China Collectors: America's
Century-Long Hunt for Asian Art Treasures will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Robert Ford:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The China Collectors: America's
Century-Long Hunt for Asian Art Treasures. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Susan Scott:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The China Collectors: America's Century-Long Hunt for
Asian Art Treasures as your daily resource information.

Bobbi Brunner:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book The China Collectors: America's Century-Long Hunt for Asian Art
Treasures it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides
high quality.
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