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One hundred and forty years before Gerda Lerner established women’s history as a specialized field in 1972,
a small group of women began to claim American Indian history as their own domain. A Field of Their Own
examines nine key figures in American Indian scholarship to reveal how women came to be identified with
Indian history and why they eventually claimed it as their own field. From Helen Hunt Jackson to Angie
Debo, the magnitude of their research, the reach of their scholarship, the popularity of their publications, and
their close identification with Indian scholarship makes their invisibility as pioneering founders of this
specialized field all the more intriguing.

Reclaiming this lost history, John M. Rhea looks at the cultural processes through which women were
connected to Indian history and traces the genesis of their interest to the nineteenth-century push for
women’s rights. In the early 1830s evangelical preachers and women’s rights proponents linked American
Indians to white women’s religious and social interests. Later, pre-professional women ethnologists would
claim Indians as a special political cause. Helen Hunt Jackson’s 1881 publication, A Century of Dishonor,
and Alice Fletcher’s 1887 report, Indian Education and Civilization, foreshadowed the emerging history
profession’s objective methodology and established a document-driven standard for later Indian histories.

By the twentieth century, historians Emma Helen Blair, Louise Phelps Kellogg, and Annie Heloise Abel, in a
bid to boost their professional status, established Indian history as a formal specialized field. However,
enduring barriers continued to discourage American Indians from pursuing their own document-driven
histories. Cultural and academic walls crumbled in 1919 when Cherokee scholar Rachel Caroline Eaton
earned a Ph.D. in American history. Eaton and later Indigenous historians Anna L. Lewis and Muriel H.
Wright would each play a crucial role in shaping Angie Debo’s 1940 indictment of European American
settler colonialism, And Still the Waters Run.

Rhea’s wide-ranging approach goes beyond existing compensatory histories to illuminate the national
consequences of women’s century-long predominance over American Indian scholarship. In the process, his
thoughtful study also chronicles Indigenous women’s long and ultimately successful struggle to transform
the way that historians portray American Indian peoples and their pasts.
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From reader reviews:

Jeri McKeen:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific A Field of Their
Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 book as starter and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Espy:

The ability that you get from A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 could
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Field of Their Own: Women and
American Indian History, 1830-1941 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having that A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 instantly.

Georgia Evans:

This book untitled A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Wanda Riddle:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941 we can have
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.
Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book A Field of Their Own: Women and American Indian History, 1830-1941. You can more attractive than
now.
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