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The art of Louise Bourgeois stages a dynamic encounter between modern art and psychoanalysis, argues
Mignon Nixon in the first full-scale critical study of the artist'swork. A pivotal figure in twentieth-century
art, Louise Bourgeois (b. 1911, France) emigrated to New York in 1938 and is still actively working and
exhibiting today. From Bourgeois's formative struggle with the "father figures® of surrealism, including
Andre Breton and Marcel Duchamp, to her galvanizing role in the feminist art movement of the 1970s, to her
subsequent emergence as aleading voice in postmodernism, this book explores the artist's responses to war,
dislocation, and motherhood, to the predicament of the "woman artist" and the politics of sexual and social
liberation, as a dialogue with psychoanalysis.Convinced that she could express "deeper thingsin three
dimensions," Bourgeois abandoned painting for sculpture in the 1940s, founding her art in one of the
twentieth century's most radical and controversial accounts of subjectivity, the object relations
psychoanalysis of Melanie Klein. Rejecting the Oedipal narratives of Freud and the dream imagery of
surrealism for the object world of the infantile drives, Bourgeois turned to the child analysis pioneered by
Klein, the figure Julia Kristeva has called "the boldest reformer in the history of modern psychoanalysis.”
With Klein, Bourgeois thinks the negative -- fragmentation, splitting, and formlessness -- where we might
least expect to find it, in the corporeal fantasies of mother and child. This turn to the mother and the death
drive at oncein child psychoanalysis, Nixon contends, not only finds powerful expression in Bourgeois's art,
but is echoed in the work of other artists, including Marcel Duchamp, Jasper Johns, Y ayoi Kusama, and Eva
Hesse, and in areturn to Klein in recent art."Fantastic reality," Bourgeois calls the condition of her art.
Starting from Bourgeois's investigation, through a multiplicity of forms and materials, of the problem of
subjectivity on the very threshold of emergence, this book argues for a new psychoanalytic story of modern
art.
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From reader reviews:
Judy Chisolm:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Fantastic Reality: L ouise Bourgeois and a Story of
Modern Art (October Books). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Aslong as we know
about how isimportant any book Fantastic Reality: Louise Bourgeois and a Story of Modern Art (October
Books). Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Joseph Vest:

The book Fantastic Reality: Louise Bourgeois and a Story of Modern Art (October Books) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Fantastic Reality: Louise Bourgeois and a Story of Maodern Art (October Books)? A few of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Fantastic Reality: L ouise Bourgeois and a Story of
Modern Art (October Books) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you.
Y ou can look the enormous world by open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Williams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Fantastic Reality: L ouise Bourgeois and a Story of
Modern Art (October Books) or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher aswell as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Fantastic Reality: Louise Bourgeois and a Story of Modern Art
(October Books) to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Ricky Bradley:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Fantastic Reality: Louise Bourgeois and a Story of Modern Art (October Books) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.



Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with that book Fantastic Reality: Louise Bourgeois and a Story of Modern Art (October Books). Y ou can
more desirable than now.
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