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Liberia, a small West African country that has been wracked by violence and civil war since 1989, seems a
paradoxical place in which to examine questions of democracy and popular participation. Yet Liberia is also
the oldest republic in Africa, having become independent in 1847 after colonization by an American
philanthropic organization as a refuge for "Free People of Color" from the United States. Many analysts have
attributed the violent upheaval and state collapse Liberia experienced in the 1980s and 1990s to a lack of
democratic institutions and long-standing patterns of autocracy, secrecy, and lack of transparency. Liberia:
The Violence of Democracy is a response, from an anthropological perspective, to the literature on
neopatrimonialism in Africa.

Mary H. Moran argues that democracy is not a foreign import into Africa but that essential aspects of what
we in the West consider democratic values are part of the indigenous African traditions of legitimacy and
political process. In the case of Liberia, these democratic traditions include institutionalized checks and
balances operating at the local level that allow for the voices of structural subordinates (women and younger
men) to be heard and be effective in making claims. Moran maintains that the violence and state collapse that
have beset Liberia and the surrounding region in the past two decades cannot be attributed to ancient tribal
hatreds or neopatrimonial leaders who are simply a modern version of traditional chiefs. Rather, democracy
and violence are intersecting themes in Liberian history that have manifested themselves in numerous
contexts over the years.

Moran challenges many assumptions about Africa as a continent and speaks in an impassioned voice about
the meanings of democracy and violence within Liberia.
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From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political
Violence). Try to make the book Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political
Violence) as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Harriet White:

This Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political Violence) is new way for you who
has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Liberia: The
Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political Violence) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Jon Harrill:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Liberia: The Violence of Democracy (The Ethnography of Political
Violence) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways
to get book that you just wanted.

Joan Hanson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
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