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The racialized and exoticized cult of Voodoo occupies a central place in the popular image of the Crescent
City. But as Kodi A. Roberts argues in Voodoo and Power, the religion was not a monolithic tradition
handed down from African ancestors to their American-born descendants. Instead, a much more complicated
patchwork of influences created New Orleans Voodoo, allowing it to move across boundaries of race, class,
and gender. By employing late nineteenth and early twentieth-century first-hand accounts of Voodoo
practitioners and their rituals, Roberts provides a nuanced understanding of who practiced Voodoo and why.

Voodoo in New Orleans, a mélange of religion, entrepreneurship, and business networks, stretched across
the color line in intriguing ways. Roberts s analysis demonstrates that what united professional practitioners,
or workers, with those who sought their services was not a racially uniform folk culture, but rather the power
and influence that Voodoo promised. Recognizing that social immobility proved a common barrier for their
patrons, workers claimed that their rituals could overcome racial and gendered disadvantages and create new
opportunities for their clients.

Voodoo rituals and institutions also drew inspiration from the surrounding milieu, including the privations of
the Great Depression, the city s complex racial history, and the free-market economy. Money, employment,
and business became central concerns for the religion s practitioners: to validate their work, some began
operating from recently organized Spiritual Churches, entities that were tax exempt and thus legitimate in the
eyes of the state of Louisiana. Practitioners even leveraged local figures like the mythohistoric Marie Laveau
for spiritual purposes and entrepreneurial gain. All the while, they contributed to the cultural legacy that
fueled New Orleans s tourist industry and drew visitors and their money to the Crescent City.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

This Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-1940 book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New
Orleans 1881-1940 without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-1940 can bring
once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans
1881-1940 having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Mary Manzo:

Here thing why this kind of Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-1940 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content
than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in
New Orleans 1881-1940 giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-
1940. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-1940 in e-book can be your option.

Seth Sutherland:

The event that you get from Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-1940 is a
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in
New Orleans 1881-1940 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
kind of Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-1940 instantly.

Bertha Greene:

Beside this kind of Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans 1881-1940 in your phone, it
can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge



you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Voodoo and Power: The Politics of Religion in New Orleans
1881-1940 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!
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