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Saving lives versus taking lives: These are the stark terms in which the public regards human embryo
research--a battleground of extremes, a war between science and ethics. Such a simplistic dichotomy,
encouraged by vociferous opponents of abortion and proponents of medical research, is precisely what Jane
Maienschein seeks to counter with this book. Whose View of Life? brings the current debates into sharper
focus by examining developments in stem cell research, cloning, and embryology in historical and
philosophical context and by exploring legal, social, and ethical issues at the heart of what has become a
political controversy.

Drawing on her experience as a researcher, teacher, and congressional fellow, Jane Maienschein provides
historical and contemporary analysis to aid understanding of the scientific and social forces that got us where
we are today. For example, she explains the long-established traditions behind conflicting views of how life
begins--at conception or gradually, in the course of development. She prepares us to engage a major question
of our day: How are we, as a 21st-century democratic society, to navigate a course that is at the same time
respectful of the range of competing views of life, built on the strongest possible basis of scientific
knowledge, and still able to respond to the momentous opportunities and challenges presented to us by
modern biology? Maienschein's multidisciplinary perspective will provide a starting point for further
attempts to answer this question.
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Reviews of this book:
At what point does an embryo or fetus become 'human'? This question is at the core of today's battle over



stem cell research, and that battle, Maienschein believes, is central to questions about the respective roles of
science and morality in a democracy. Maienschein, director of the Center for Biology and Society at Arizona
State University, puts the question of when life begins in historical and philosophical context....This book
should be required reading for anyone trying to understand the scientific and ethical issues that will dominate
medicine in the next quarter century.
--Publishers Weekly

Maienschein brilliantly brings to the debate a variable absent in most discussions of the subject--
history...[She] offers an insider's view on several fronts. A well-established academic whose field is the
history of developmental biology, she is also a former Congressional fellow, and thus is well placed to
deplore politicians' strategic invocation of the phrase 'sound science' to support their a priori ideological
positions. Her mantra is that good ethics begin with good facts, such as the fact that differentiated cells
appear and have the capacity to experience sensation only after fourteen days; that the heart beats only after
twenty-two days; that organisms at birth are the product of both genes and the womb environment, which
interact in an endless feedback loop; that societies have in the past drawn the line on where life begins at
myriad points and will continue to do so as science and our tools shift our understanding of what life is. In
short, her message is that, in a democratic pluralistic society, we must use facts and the lessons of history
rather than gut instincts...to navigate a course that is respectful of competing views while rising to the
challenges of biomedicine.
--Michele Pridmore-Brown, Times Literary Supplement [UK]

The debate in America over abortion and research with human embryos is so polarized that it is easy to
forget that...
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Whose View of Life?, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Gary Morrell:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Whose View of Life? your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Whose
View of Life? giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Thomas Baldwin:

You may get this Whose View of Life? by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to
be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Paula Adame:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Whose View of Life? was vibrant and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Whose View of Life? has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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