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A Quest for Security is the first book-length biography of Samuel Parris, the man who led the 1692 struggle
against the scourge of witchcraft. While an examination of Samuel Parris's actions reveals his crucial part in
the witchcraft crisis, this biography also serves as a reminder of the concern of early Americans to sustain
economic independence for their families. Fully documented with endnotes and featuring a complete
bibliography of primary and secondary works, this volume fills a noticeable gap in the literature on Salem
witchcraft.

The first chapter looks at Samuel Parris's early years. Born in London in 1653, Parris moved with his family
to Barbados in the 1660s where both his uncle and father had prospered as sugar planters. Next, the book
examines his stay in Boston where he met with modest success as a merchant and started a family. The book
then recounts the eight years Parris spent in Salem Village as that divided community's pastor. Beginning
with his call to the clergy, the book examines his life as a Puritan pastor, and then covers the conflict in his
congregation. In the first year of his ministry, a faction had developed that sought to oust Parris by refusing
to pay him. Next the book covers Parris's actions in the spring of 1692 which changed a seemingly ordinary
case of a handful of accusations into a full-scale witchhunt. Convinced that an organized witch cult
threatened his congregation, Parris sought to root out all conspirators. His leadership in the effort led to an
ever increasing escalation of accusations. When the episode finally ended, family members of some of the
twenty executed witches conducted a campaign that ultimately resulted in Parris's removal from the pulpit.
The final chapter looks at Parris's last years, in which he moved from one small Massachusetts community to
another. Parris died in obscurity in 1720. But he achieved his most important goal--that of providing material
security for his children.
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From reader reviews:

James Kline:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on guardería until university need this specific A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720
(Contributions in American History) to read.

Patricia Stewart:

Here thing why this specific A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in
American History) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it
really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. A Quest for Security:
The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American History) giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with A Quest for
Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American History). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Quest
for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American History) in e-book can be
your alternative.

Starr Place:

The book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American History)
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Ann Macdonald:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720
(Contributions in American History) was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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