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One day back in 2003, Ken Jennings and his college buddy Earl did what hundreds of thousands of people
had done before: they auditioned for Jeopardy! Two years, 75 games, 2,642 correct answers, and over $2.5
million in winnings later, Ken Jennings emerged as trivia’s undisputed king. Brainiac traces his rise from
anonymous computer programmer to nerd folk icon. But along the way, it also explores his newly conquered
kingdom: the world of trivia itself.

Jennings had always been minutiae-mad, poring over almanacs and TV Guide listings at an age when most
kids are still watching Elmo and putting beans up their nose. But trivia, he has found, is centuries older than
his childhood obsession with it. Whisking us from the coffeehouses of seventeenth-century London to the
Internet age, Jennings chronicles the ups and downs of the trivia fad: the quiz book explosion of the Jazz
Age; the rise, fall, and rise again of TV quiz shows; the nostalgic campus trivia of the 1960s; and the 1980s,
when Trivial Pursuit® again made it fashionable to be a know-it-all.
Jennings also investigates the shadowy demimonde of today’s trivia subculture, guiding us on a tour of trivia
hotspots across America. He goes head-to-head with the blowhards and diehards of the college quiz-bowl
circuit, the slightly soused faithful of the Boston pub trivia scene, and the raucous participants in the annual
Q&A marathon in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, “The World’s Largest Trivia Contest.” And, of course, he takes
us behind the scenes of his improbable 75-game run on Jeopardy!

But above all, Brainiac is a love letter to the useless fact. What marsupial has fingerprints that are
indistinguishable from human ones?* What planet has a crater on it named after Laura Ingalls Wilder?**
What comedian had the misfortune to be born with the name “Albert Einstein”?*** Jennings also ponders
questions that are a little more philosophical: What separates trivia from meaningless facts? Is being good at
trivia a mark of intelligence? And is trivia just a waste of time, or does it serve some not-so-trivial purpose
after all?

Uproarious, silly, engaging, and erudite, this book is an irresistible celebration of nostalgia, curiosity, and
nerdy obsession–in a word, trivia.

* The koala
** Venus
*** Albert Brooks

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Costa:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia
Buffs book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer involving Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of
Trivia Buffs content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Brainiac:
Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia Buffs is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Sam Stenger:

Exactly why? Because this Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia
Buffs is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Maria Green:

This Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia Buffs is great e-book
for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive World of Trivia
Buffs in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Nancy Bowers:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but



nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Brainiac: Adventures in the Curious, Competitive, Compulsive
World of Trivia Buffs can make you feel more interested to read.
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