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The First Amendment ideal of an independent press allows American journalists to present critical
perspectives on government policies and actions; but are the media independent of government in practice?
Here Jonathan Mermin demonstrates that when it comes to military intervention, journalists over the past
two decades have let the government itself set the terms and boundaries of foreign policy debate in the news.
Analyzing newspaper and television reporting of U.S. intervention in Grenada and Panama, the bombing of
Libya, the Gulf War, and U.S. actions in Somalia and Haiti, he shows that if there is no debate over U.S.
policy in Washington, there is no debate in the news. Journalists often criticize the execution of U.S. policy,
but fail to offer critical analysis of the policy itself if actors inside the government have not challenged it.
Mermin ultimately offers concrete evidence of outside-Washington perspectives that could have been
reported in specific cases, and explains how the press could increase its independence of Washington in
reporting foreign policy news.

The author constructs a new framework for thinking about press-government relations, based on the
observation that bipartisan support for U.S. intervention is often best interpreted as a political phenomenon,
not as evidence of the wisdom of U.S. policy. Journalists should remember that domestic political factors
often influence foreign policy debate. The media, Mermin argues, should not see a Washington consensus as
justification for downplaying critical perspectives.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Huey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you that Debating War and Peace book as starter and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Barbara Norwood:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Debating War and Peace is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Marjorie Thompson:

You can obtain this Debating War and Peace by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not
only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Katherine Hood:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Debating War and Peace can make you feel more interested to read.
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