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Because of their enormous size, elephants have long been irresistible for kings as symbols of their eminence.
In early civilizations—such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Civilization, and China—kings used elephants
for royal sacrifice, spectacular hunts, public display of live captives, or the conspicuous consumption of
ivory—all of them tending toward the elephant’s extinction. The kings of India, however, as Thomas R.
Trautmann shows in this study, found a use for elephants that actually helped preserve their habitat and
numbers in the wild: war.

            Trautmann traces the history of the war elephant in India and the spread of the institution to the
west—where elephants took part in some of the greatest wars of antiquity—and Southeast Asia (but not
China, significantly), a history that spans 3,000 years and a considerable part of the globe, from Spain to
Java. He shows that because elephants eat such massive quantities of food, it was uneconomic to raise them
from birth. Rather, in a unique form of domestication, Indian kings captured wild adults and trained them,
one by one, through millennia. Kings were thus compelled to protect wild elephants from hunters and
elephant forests from being cut down. By taking a wide-angle view of human-elephant relations, Trautmann
throws into relief the structure of India’s environmental history and the reasons for the persistence of wild
elephants in its forests. 
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From reader reviews:

Elmira McGraw:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Elephants and Kings: An Environmental
History. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Robert Music:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Elephants and Kings: An
Environmental History book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mary Grubb:

The knowledge that you get from Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History could be the more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History instantly.

James Robinson:

Beside this Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!
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