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Messiahs and Machiavellians is an innovative exploration of “modern evil” in works of early- and late-
modern theatre, raising issues about ethics, politics, religion, and aesthetics that speak to our present
condition.

Paul Corey examines how theatre—which expressed a key political dynamic both in the Renaissance and the
twentieth century—lays open the impulses that instigated modernity and, ultimately, unparalleled levels of
violence and destruction. Starting with Albert Camus’ Caligula and Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot,
then turning to Machiavelli’s Mandragola and Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure, Corey traces the
emergence of two dominant, intertwining features of modern evil: an unrestrained pursuit of power and the
utopian desire for perfection.
 
Corey’s imaginative and convincing readings of these plays, based on detailed textual analysis, move beyond
the accounts usually offered by literary critics. Drawing on political, theological, and philosophical
sources—a combination as fertile as it is unusual—Corey’s methodology allows him to make keen and
subtle arguments about the eschatological nature of modern politics.
“Corey’s lucid, compelling treatise argues for a radical reconsideration of the role of tragedy in dealing with
the shifting metaphysical and metatheatrical sands of the contemporary era. While the study begins with an
examination of mid-20th Century French existentialism—and the dramatic work of Beckett and Camus in
particular—the book soon takes the reader on a fascinating voyage back into the ‘problem’ comedies of the
Italian and English Renaissance theatre, and beyond that, into Greek tragedy to understand the evolving
concept of ‘evil’ in the Western philosophical, theological, and dramatic tradition. Ending with a reflection
on the new ‘theatre’ of terrorism entering the 21st Century, Corey poses the intriguing suggestion, that far
from being irrelevant to the post-modern era, a ‘new tragic sensibility’ may become key to our gaining a
‘lucid awareness of our current situation […] the limits of politics, the indelible nature of violence, our
inescapable mortality, and a need for prudence’ ” —Moira Day, University of Saskatchewan
 
“A sensitive examination of the problem of evil in Renaissance and 20th century drama. Corey provides
fascinating analyses of individual plays, and makes a compelling argument for restoring a tragic vision of
good and evil in the face of modern expediency and utopianism.” —Mary P. Nichols, Baylor University
 
“In Messiahs and Machiavellians, Paul Corey delivers insights both numerous and profound. His work is a
serious and important contribution to contemporary political science while also offering analyses of interest
to scholars in literature, religious studies, theology, and ethics.” —Barry Cooper, University of Calgary
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

The book Messiahs and Machiavellians: Depicting Evil in the Modern Theatre has a lot associated with on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this article book.

Susan Crowell:

Precisely why? Because this Messiahs and Machiavellians: Depicting Evil in the Modern Theatre is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Priscilla Garcia:

You will get this Messiahs and Machiavellians: Depicting Evil in the Modern Theatre by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Danielle Tilley:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will
filled update of news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for
you. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Messiahs and Machiavellians: Depicting Evil in the Modern Theatre when
you required it?
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