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In The Ecology of Modernism, Joshua Schuster examines the relationships of key modernist writers, poets,
and musicians to nature, industrial development, and pollution. He posits that the curious failure of
modernist poets to develop an environmental ethic was a deliberate choice and not an inadvertent omission.

 

In his opening passage, Schuster boldly invokes lines from Walt Whitman’s “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry,”
which echo as a paean to pollution: “Burn high your fires, foundry chimneys! cast black shadows at
nightfall!” Schuster labels this theme “regeneration through pollution” and demonstrates how this motif
recurs in modernist compositions. This tolerance for, if not actual exultation of, the by-products of
industrialization hindered modernist American artists, writers, and musicians from embracing
environmentalist agendas.

 

Schuster provides specific case studies focusing on Marianne Moore and her connection of fables with
animal rights; Gertrude Stein and concepts of nature in her avant-garde poetics; early blues music and poetry
and the issue of how environmental disasters (floods, droughts, pestilence) affected black farmers and artists
in the American South; and John Cage, who extends the modernist avant-garde project formally but critiques
it at the same time for failing to engage with ecology. A fascinating afterword about the role of oil in
modernist literary production rounds out this work.

 

Schuster masterfully shines a light on the modernist interval between the writings of bucolic and nature-
extolling Romantics and the emergence of a self-conscious green movement in the 1960s. This rewarding
work shows that the reticence of modernist poets in the face of resource depletion, pollution, animal rights,
and other ecological traumas is highly significant.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Evans:

This The Ecology of Modernism: American Environments and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This The Ecology of
Modernism: American Environments and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) without
we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The Ecology of Modernism: American Environments and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Ecology of Modernism: American
Environments and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) having very good arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Rosalie Dietrich:

The book untitled The Ecology of Modernism: American Environments and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern
& Contemporary Poetics) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice learn.

Robert Schrader:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Ecology of Modernism: American Environments
and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can give you a lot of good friends because by
you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let us have The Ecology of Modernism: American Environments and Avant-Garde Poetics
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics).

David Scott:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Ecology of Modernism: American
Environments and Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Ecology of Modernism: American Environments and



Avant-Garde Poetics (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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