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Hidden lives, hidden history, and hidden manuscripts. In The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos,
Marie-Theresa Hernández unmasks the secret lives of conversos and judaizantes and their likely influence on
the Catholic Church in the New World.

The terms converso and judaizante are often used for descendants of Spanish Jews (the Sephardi, or
Sefarditas as they are sometimes called), who converted under duress to Christianity in the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries. There are few, if any, archival documents that prove the existence of judaizantes after the
Spanish expulsion of the Jews in 1492 and the Portuguese expulsion in 1497, as it is unlikely that a secret
Jew in sixteenth-century Spain would have documented his allegiance to the Law of Moses, thereby
providing evidence for the Inquisition.

On a Da Vinci Code – style quest, Hernández persisted in hunting for a trove of forgotten manuscripts at the
New York Public Library. These documents, once unearthed, describe the Jewish/Christian religious beliefs
of an early nineteenth-century Catholic priest in Mexico City, focusing on the relationship between the
Virgin of Guadalupe and Judaism. With this discovery in hand, the author traces the cult of Guadalupe
backwards to its fourteenth-century Spanish origins. The trail from that point forward can then be followed
to its interface with early modern conversos and their descendants at the highest levels of the Church and the
monarchy in Spain and Colonial Mexico. She describes key players who were somehow immune to the
dangers of the Inquisition and who were allowed the freedom to display, albeit in a camouflaged manner,
vestiges of their family's Jewish identity.

By exploring the narratives produced by these individuals, Hernández reveals the existence of those
conversos and judaizantes who did not return to the “covenantal bond of rabbinic law,” who did not publicly
identify themselves as Jews, and who continued to exhibit in their influential writings a covert allegiance and
longing for a Jewish past. This is a spellbinding and controversial story that offers a fresh perspective on the
origins and history of conversos.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Luken:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Virgin of Guadalupe
and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures
in the United States) book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Pete Dominguez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Virgin of
Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad:
Transnational Cultures in the United States) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences
from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United States)is the main one of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this
book.

Teresa Sullivan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book
which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Virgin of Guadalupe and
the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in
the United States) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book has high quality.



Samantha Green:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Virgin of Guadalupe and the Conversos:
Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad: Transnational Cultures in the United
States) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Virgin of
Guadalupe and the Conversos: Uncovering Hidden Influences from Spain to Mexico (Latinidad:
Transnational Cultures in the United States).
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