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One of the most talented and influential American politicians of the nineteenth century, William Pitt
Fessenden (1806--1869) helped devise Union grand strategy during the Civil War. A native of Maine and
son of a fiery New England abolitionist, he served in the United States Senate as a member of the Whig Party
during the Kansas-Nebraska crisis and played a formative role in the development of the Republican Party.
In this richly textured and fast-paced biography, Robert J. Cook charts Fessenden's rise to power and probes
the potent mix of political ambition and republican ideology which impelled him to seek a place in the U.S.
Senate at a time of rising tension between North and South.

A determined and self-disciplined man who fought, not always successfully, to keep his passions in check,
Fessenden helped to spearhead Republican Party opposition to proslavery expansion during the strife-torn
1850s and led others to resist the cotton states' efforts to secede peaceably after the election of Abraham
Lincoln in 1860. During the Civil War, he chaired the Senate Finance Committee and served as President
Lincoln's second head of the Treasury Department. In both positions, he fashioned and implemented wartime
financial policy for the United States.

In addition, Fessenden's multifaceted relationship with Lincoln helped to foster effective working relations
between the president and congressional Republicans. Cook outlines Fessenden's many contributions to
critical aspects of northern grand strategy and to the gradual shift to an effective total war policy against the
Confederacy. Most notably, Cook shows, Fessenden helped craft congressional policy regarding the
confiscation and emancipation of slaves. Cook also details Fessenden's tenure as chairman of the Joint
Committee on Reconstruction after the war, during which he authored that committee's report. Although he
sanctioned his party's break with Andrew Johnson less than a year after the war's end, Cook explains how
Fessenden worked decisively to thwart attempts by Radical Republicans to revolutionize post-emancipation
society in the defeated Confederacy.

The first biography of Fessenden in over forty years, Civil War Senator reveals a significant but often
sidelined historical figure and explains the central role played by party politics and partisanship in the
coming of the Civil War, northern military victory, and the ultimate failure of postwar Reconstruction. Cook
restores Fessenden to his place as one of the most important politicians of a troubled generation.
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Civil War Senator: William Pitt Fessenden and the Fight to
Save the American Republic (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War).

Deloris Wagner:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Civil War Senator: William Pitt Fessenden
and the Fight to Save the American Republic (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil
War). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important
some sort of book Civil War Senator: William Pitt Fessenden and the Fight to Save the American Republic
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Judith Smith:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world
could share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Civil War Senator: William Pitt Fessenden and the Fight to Save the American Republic
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War).

Wendell Radford:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book Civil War Senator: William Pitt Fessenden and the Fight to Save the American Republic (Conflicting
Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). You can include your knowledge by it. Without



departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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