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Dirty, Sacred Rivers explores South Asidsincreasingly urgent water crisis, taking readers on ajourney
through North India, Nepal and Bangladesh, from the Himalaya to the Bay of Bengal. The book shows how
rivers, traditionally revered by the people of the Indian subcontinent, have in recent decades deteriorated
dramatically due to economic progress and gross mismanagement. Dams and ill-advised embankments
strangle the Ganges and its sacred tributaries. Rivers have become sewage channels for a burgeoning
population.

To tell the story of this enormous river basin, environmental journalist Cheryl Colopy treksto high mountain
glaciers with hydrologists; bumps around the rough embankments of India's poorest state in ajeep with
social workers; and takes a boat excursion through the Sundarbans, the mangrove forests at the end of the
Ganges watershed.

Shelingersin key places and hot spots in the debate over water: the megacity Delhi, a paradigm of water
mismanagement; Bihar, India's poorest, most crime-ridden state, thanks largely to the blunders of engineers
who tried to tame powerful Himalayan rivers with embankments but instead created annual floods; and
Kathmandu, the home of one of the most elegant and ancient traditional water systems on the subcontinent,
now the site of awater-development boondoggle.

Colopy's vivid first-person narrative brings exotic places and complex issues to life, introducing the reader to
amemorable cast of characters, ranging from the most humble members of South Asian society to engineers
and former ministers. Here we find real-life heroes, bucking current trends, trying to find rational waysto
manage rivers and water. They are reviving ingenious methods of water management that thrived for
centuries in South Asiaand may point the way to water sustainability and healthy rivers.
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From reader reviews:
Jacqueline Kang:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for people. The book Dirty, Sacred Rivers: Confronting South Asia's Water
Crisis has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
isvery advantages for you. The guide Dirty, Sacred Rivers: Confronting South Asia's Water Crisisis not
only giving you alot more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Dirty, Sacred
Rivers: Confronting South Asia's Water Crisis. Y ou never experience lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

M atthew Wallace:

The reserve untitled Dirty, Sacred Rivers. Confronting South Asia's Water Crisisis the reserve that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of Dirty, Sacred Rivers. Confronting South Asia's Water Crisis from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Frederick Avéelar:

The particular book Dirty, Sacred Rivers: Confronting South Asia's Water Crisishas alot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Scot Vines:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Dirty,
Sacred Rivers: Confronting South Asia's Water Crisis the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in ae-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get just before. The Dirty, Sacred Rivers: Confronting South Asia's Water Crisis giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful datafor your better
life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?
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