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Between 2000 and 2015, women ascended to the top of judiciaries across Africa, most notably as chief
justices of supreme courts in common law countries like Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Malawi,
Lesotho and Zambia, but also as presidents of constitutional courts in civil law countries such as Benin,
Burundi, Gabon, Niger and Senegal. Most of these appointments was a "first" in terms of the gender of the
chief justice. At the same time, women are being appointed in record numbers as magistrates, judges and
justices across the continent. While women’s increasing numbers and roles in African executives and
legislatures have been addressed in a burgeoning scholarly literature, very little work has focused on women
in judiciaries. This book addresses the important issue of the increasing numbers and varied roles of women
judges and justices, as judiciaries evolve across the continent.

Scholars of law, gender politics and African politics provide overviews of recent developments in gender and
the judiciary in nine African countries that represent north, east, southern and west Africa as well as a range
of colonial experiences, postcolonial trajectories and legal systems, including mixes of common, civil,
customary, or sharia law. In the process, each chapter seeks to address the following questions:

What has been the historical experience of the judicial system in a given country, from before colonialism●

until the present?

What is the current court structure and where are the women judges, justices, magistrates and other women●

located?

What are the selection or appointment processes for joining the bench and in what ways may these help or●

hinder women to gain access to the courts as judges and justices?

Once they become judges, do women on the bench promote the rights of women through their judicial●

powers?

What are the challenges and obstacles facing women judges and justices in Africa?●

Timely and relevant in this era in which governmental accountability and transparency are essential to the
consolidation of democracy in Africa and when women are accessing significant leadership positions across
the continent, this book considers the substantive and symbolic representation of women’s interests by



women judges and the wider implications of their presence for changing institutional norms and advancing
the rule of law and human rights.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Gorman:

This Gender and the Judiciary in Africa: From Obscurity to Parity? (Routledge Research in Gender and
Politics) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Gender and the Judiciary in Africa: From Obscurity to Parity? (Routledge Research in Gender and Politics)
can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Gender and the Judiciary in Africa: From Obscurity to Parity? (Routledge Research in Gender and
Politics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jerry Jackman:

The book Gender and the Judiciary in Africa: From Obscurity to Parity? (Routledge Research in Gender and
Politics) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Gender and
the Judiciary in Africa: From Obscurity to Parity? (Routledge Research in Gender and Politics) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Wendy Cort:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Gender and the Judiciary in
Africa: From Obscurity to Parity? (Routledge Research in Gender and Politics) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Suk Barry:

You can find this Gender and the Judiciary in Africa: From Obscurity to Parity? (Routledge Research in
Gender and Politics) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now,
you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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