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To the general public, Alphonse Maria Mucha (1860–1939) is perhaps best known for his posters of Sarah
Bernhardt and magnificent decorative panels such as "The Seasons" — works that continue to grow in
popularity and value as the resurgence of interest in Art Nouveau increases. Among graphic artists and
commercial designers, Mucha is praised for the innovative style books that pioneered the use of Art Nouveau
in commercial packaging, design, and ornament.
The most important of these style books was Documents Décoratifs, published in 1901 at the height of
Mucha's fame as the high priest of the Art Nouveau movement. While the artist's fame rests largely on his
posters, it is in the smaller works of the style books, or design portfolios, that the refinement of his technique
can best be appreciated. The present volume, carefully reproduced from an extremely rare and valuable set of
originals, contains all 72 plates of the Documents Décoratifs portfolio. Included are designs for jewelry,
wallpaper, stained glass, furniture, and tableware; figure and botanical studies; and a selection of Mucha's
famous panneaux décoratifs. Eighteen of the plates are in full color, while the remaining 54 are reproduced
in two or more color tones.
In addition to numerous innovative designs for practical and decorative objects, the elegant draftsmanship
and meticulous execution that characterized all of Mucha's work is evident in studies of langorous nudes,
portrait sketches, delicately rendered plant and animal motifs, exquisite modeling of drapery and cloth, and
the flowing, fantastic forms created as experiments in pure design. In the Foreword by Gabriel Mourey,
specially translated for this edition, Mucha's own philosophy of art, and the relation of the Documents to the
rest of his work, receive an appreciative and informative discussion.
Hitherto available only in scattered sources, or in the libraries of wealthy collectors, the complete Documents
Décoratifs is now available in this inexpensive one-volume edition. Lovers of Mucha's work, admirers of Art
Nouveau, and the application of that style to the decorative arts, will want to own this fine royalty-free
collection by one of the greatest masters of the technique.
"[Documents Décoratifs is] . . . an encyclopedic source for Mucha's style in every branch of decorative and
applied art and one of the few books on design where even individual plates are sought after by collectors."
— Marina Henderson, The Graphic Style of Alphonse Mucha
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From reader reviews:

Anne Stewart:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Art Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse Mucha
(Dover Fine Art, History of Art) was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Art Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse
Mucha (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book The Art Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse Mucha (Dover Fine Art, History of
Art). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Thelma Olivares:

Often the book The Art Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse Mucha (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Art
Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse Mucha (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Patricia Stokes:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Art Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse Mucha (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) will give you
new experience in looking at a book.

Homer Simon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Art Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse
Mucha (Dover Fine Art, History of Art) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one
book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Art Nouveau Style Book of Alphonse Mucha (Dover Fine Art, History of Art).
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